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The forty days of the season of Lent began on Ash Wednesday, February 13.  Now, as we journey throughout the 
month of March we will explore what this season means to us as Christians, as we look toward the celebration of 
the resurrection on Easter Sunday, March 31.   
 

You will notice the color purple being used in the Sanctuary.  During the seasons of the church year, particular 
colors have meaning.  Purple has a dual meaning for us at this time of year.  First, purple represents the suffering 
of Christ as he journeyed toward the cross at the end of his ministry.  It also represents humanity’s suffering un-
der the oppression of our sin.  However, purple also is the color of royalty—the Lordship of Jesus Christ is sym-
bolized in this color as we remember that his journey to the cross is but a piece of the story.  Jesus Christ would 
rule over death when he was raised from the dead!  When you see this color throughout the season of Lent, may 
you be reminded of both meanings, and know that through Christ’s suffering we are set free from sin’s power, as 
Jesus Christ has conquered over all. 
 

During Lent many people give up something, or fast from something in their lives.  This is a way of remembering 
what Christ gave up during his forty days in the wilderness when he was tempted by Satan.  Also, when we give 
up something during this season, we are reminded of all that Jesus gave for us.  What is something that you can 
fast from during this Lenten season?  What is something in your life that takes your energy, your focus, your 
faith, even?  There are so many things in life that keep us from seeing what’s really important—so much that 
causes us to focus on ourselves instead of focusing on God and other people.  What is that for you, right now?  
What would your day-to-day life be like if you gave up that thing for the next few weeks?  What if you could give 
that extra time and energy to some longer, deeper prayer time, or to Bible study, or to helping someone else? 
 

Let us be challenged during this year’s Lenten season to give something up that is keeping us from being the peo-
ple that God wants us to be.  I pray that this season of reflection and repentance will be meaningful for you and 
your family.   
 

See you in church! 
 

--Mary 

Holy Week Schedule 
Sunday March 24 ~ Sunday March 31 ~ Holy Week Family Prayer Experience 

Sunday, March 24 ~ Palm Sunday Worship Service, 11:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, March 27 ~ No Services 

Thursday March 28 ~ Maundy Thursday Service 7:00p.m. in the Chapel 

Friday March 29 ~ Good Friday Outdoor Service 12:00p.m. 

Saturday March 30 ~  Easter Egg Hunt 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday March 31 ~ Easter Sunday 

            Sunrise Service, 7:00 a.m. 

            Easter Breakfast, 9:00 a.m. 

                       Sunday School, 10:00 a.m. 

            Worship, 11:00 a.m.  
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Schedule 

 5:30  Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 
 6:15 Bible Study  
  Children’s Choirs 
  Youth Choir 
 7:00 Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 
  Children’s Mission Groups 
 8:00 Hand bells 

 

Children’s Choirs meet from 6:15—7:00 p.m. The age divisions 
will be as following: 
  

  Littlest Angels:   Ages 2-3 
  Leader:  Mindy Stout and Rhea Ziesmer 
 

  Cherubs:   Ages 4-1st Grade 
  Leaders: Crystal Breedlove, Jennifer  
  Blankenship 
  

  Choral Kids:  Grades 2-5 
  Leaders: Laura Easton, Chris Schardt,  
  Jeanie Billings 
 

Children’s Mission Groups  meet at 7:00 p.m.  These groups 
are a great way for children to get engaged in ministry both 
locally, and around the world.  Our children’s mission groups 
participate in projects monthly, and help bring awareness of 
local needs to our congregation.  
 

  Mission Friends:  Ages 3-Kindergarten 
  Leaders: Rochelle & Pete Zangardi 
 

  Children in Action (CIA):  Grades 1-5 
  Leaders:  Christie Hamlett, Betsy Harrell 
 

Children’s Ministry  
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 Wednesday Nights 

Dinner Menu for March 

March 6:                Adults: Beef Pot Roast, Parsley Potatoes,          
                                Glazed Carrots  
  Clam Chowder                Assorted Desserts 
           Children: French Bread Pizza, Chips 
 
March 13: Adults: Baked Ham, Au gratin Potatoes,  
  Green Beans 
  Chili   Assorted Desserts 
  Children: Grilled Cheese, , Chips 
 
March 20:  BBQ Chicken, Mashed Potatoes, Mixed  
  Greens  
                                Minestrone  Assorted Desserts 
  Children: Cheeseburger, Chips 
 
March 27: No Meal 
 

 

March 24-29th:  

Holy Week Family Prayer Experience 

Come experience different forms of contemplative 

prayer. 

Hands-on stations are for families to experience to-

gether! 
 

Saturday, March 30th: 10:30am   

Easter Egg Hunt! 

 

Saturday, April 20th: 10:00am   

“DIG INTO SPRING!” 

Come as a family to plant flowers around our church 

and make it beautiful for spring! 
 

Sunday, May 5th:  Cinco de Mayo Family PARTY!!! 
 

Sunday, June 9th: 3:00 pm 

WIPE OUT! Water Olympics & End of School BLAST! 

Tons of wet, wild and wonderful fun!!!  Come dressed to 

get WET! 
 

July:  VBS!!!!! 

Family & Children’s Ministry Spring  

Calendar of Events 

Worship on Easter Sunday, March 
31st!   Tomahawk will celebrate Christ our 
risen Lord through music and message in 
our 11 AM service! 

PRAISE TEAM rehearsals are every other 
Monday night – please see Tom Peters for 

more information! 
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We Welcome New Members 
 
 GR Waldrop 

Pam and Troy Barden 
Joined February 24, 2013 

 

 
 

From Your Associate Pastor 

As you read this, we are not yet halfway into the season of Lent.  To be honest, when I was growing up, I didn’t pay much 
attention to Lent.  It was occasionally mentioned in passing at church, and I had friends (usually Catholics) who would “give 
something up” for Lent.  Maybe you had a similar experience.   The fact is, in a desire to reform the church a few hundred 
years ago, there were many things that our spiritual forebears threw out, not all of which were bad.  I’ve been very excited 
in recent years about the trend among Baptists to rediscover and incorporate ancient practices of our faith and to focus 
more on the rhythms of the church year.   The liturgical calendar provides us with a way of thinking about and understand-
ing our lives in the context of God’s ongoing redemptive story.  The different seasons of the year parallel important mo-
ments in Jesus’ life and the life of the early church.  As we move through these seasons, we connect our lives to the life of  
Christ and to our brothers and sisters around the world who are also focusing on the same things at the same time. (Check 
out our website for more info on the Liturgical year).  
 
The 40 days of Lent (not including Sundays) connects with Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness.  It is a time for self-reflection; 
for letting go of the things that hinder us and for grabbing hold of those things that will foster new growth and a closer rela-
tionship with Christ and with others.   As we continue to move through the season of Lent, I want to make sure you know of 
some of the opportunities we have to engage in this process together.  There are still a couple more weeks of our Sunday 
morning study on “Our Spiritual DNA.”  We’re looking back at the things in our past that helped form us so we can carry 
forward the best of who we have been as we seek to live out our faith in a changing community.  We will also begin another 
home-based small group opportunity this month.  We will be reading and having dialog around the book, Making Room: 
Recovering Hospitality as a Christian Tradition.  Both of these studies will provide opportunities to look back and reflect 
so we can be renewed as we move toward Easter and live into these sacred stories of our faith.  Please join us! 
 
Grace and peace to you on our shared journey! 
 
Thomas 

Our Church’s Core Values  - Our Mission - 

Over the last 18 months our church has focused its energy on beginning the process of developing a concise statement about 
who we are as a congregation.  Through community conversations that happened during the interim period, church mem-
bers named the concepts and ministry focuses that are most important to who Tomahawk is in this community.  These ideas 
were narrowed down to three statements:  our core values.  They are… 

Authentic worship:  We come as we are before God, and God loves us and embraces us.  Therefore, as we worship together, 
praising God for His love toward us, we embrace one another in spirit and in truth.   

Intentional Bible Study: We believe that the key to growing in our faith is through studying God’s Word and praying to-
gether.  Through creative studies we can be equipped with a deeper knowledge of who Jesus Christ is, and as we do that to-
gether we will be transformed into true disciples. 

Community Involvement: The reason we worship, the reason we study together, is so that we can then engage with our 
community.  We are called to “go and make disciples,” and what better place to start than right in our own neighborhood?  

In the next few weeks you will hear the staff talking about our core values, often.  We are in the process of clarifying these 
ideas so that every member of Tomahawk can know them by heart and share them with others.  In April be on the lookout 
for something exciting! I can’t wait to see what God has in store for our church!    —Mary 
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We’ve been exploring the Story of God, and now it’s time to Show and Tell of His good-
ness.  Let’s make this spring time an exciting one of growth in our youth ministry as we get 
plugged in the following amazing programs: 

·         Spring Get-Away Weekend, March 1-3, 2013, Great Wolf Lodge 

·         Youth GROUP time, Sunday nights from 6-7:30, Fellowship Hall 

·         Wednesday nights youth choir (6:15) and small group (7:00) 

·         The “Chew”, Sunday School, each Sunday morning at 9:50 

·         Kingdom Builders Missions, April 12-13, at Tomahawk! 

…and mark your calendars for our summer mission trip 

·         July 7-13, 2013, Atlanta, Georgia, Passport Missions 

 

Pressing on toward the goal of knowing Christ,  

John Mark. 

From Your Youth Pastor 

Middle District Ministry House 
Family Search Deadline Approaches 

 

Families who wish to apply for of Middle District’s Ministry House have until March 1 to complete the first phase of the appli-
cation process.  Middle District is now completing the search for an under-resourced family to purchase the house in west-
ern, rural Powhatan. Similar to a Habitat for Humanity home, the Ministry House will be built by church volunteers of the 
Middle District Baptist Association.  Church construction teams may anticipate helping in early fall, after the chosen family 
has qualified for the much reduced mortgage.  More information is available on the association’s website: MDBA.org.   

Thoughts on Tithing  

The foundation of God is love, and God has shown love to his children in many ways.  One of the ways we have the opportuni-
ty to show God our love is through tithing.   When we tithe, we are obeying God’s commandment to return ten percent of our 
“first fruits” of the income that God has blessed us with.  

In Malachi 3:10 it is stated “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” 
says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the flood gates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you 
will not have room enough for it.” 

Tithing is not us giving something that is ours to God.  God has already given you 100% of what we have.  Our tithe is us re-
turning (or giving back) ten percent of what God has given to us. The financial gifts that we as a congregation return to God 
through Tomahawk Baptist Church have a God-driven purpose to glorify God and share His Word.   

Please know that the offerings and special gifts provide blessings to our community and church.  However, imagine the bless-
ings that God can pour down on our community and congregation if we all biblically tithe to grow the Kingdom of God and 
maximize His blessings! 

Remember the tithing Sunday in October… On one Sunday we brought in over $19,000.00.  Wow! The church showed that it 
is possible for the family of Tomahawk to show their love to God through tithing. 

Thank you, 

Amy Dixon 

Budget Committee Chair 
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Prayer Concerns 

Tomahawk  Members 
Donna Bright 
Marguerite Coates 
Willis & Sue Connell 
Jim Cosby 
Cindy Hodges 
Dorothy Holland 
Charles & Gail King 
Lloyd Mawyer 
Harold McCabe 
Lois Parsons 
Ruth Spaulding 
Charles Taylor  
Thelma Taylor 

Friends and Family  
Roy Hooker 
 
Serving in the Military 
Jason Hehl – Ft. Belvoire, VA 
Melanie Hehl—Fort Bragg                    
Ryan Hehl - Korea  
Mark Redman – Germany 
Jacob Sansbury - Iraq  
Kenny Tarrant  
Jacob Robertson – Ft. Bragg 

Deacons on Call… 

Our deacons of the month will serve as ministers “on call” if you 
need assistance.  Don’t hesitate to contact: 

Tom Peters—568-5358 

Michael Audet—639-1143 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

The ministry team has been busy.  Our first 
task was to create an inventory of shawls 
and lap blankets for distribution to church 
members.  To check our status, a count of 

items turned in between September and February13 was 
completed. The ladies have completed 5 baby blankets; 19 
shawls; and 10 lap blankets. There are additional, complet-
ed items waiting to be turned in.  In the same time frame, 3 
baby blankets were distributed during baby dedication ser-
vices; and 5 shawls have been taken to adult church mem-
bers.  
 

The group is ready to branch out to new projects.  Under 
consideration are some classes on knitting and crocheting 
for children and youth; scarves, hats, and mittens for distri-
bution during the mission trip to Canada; and wash clothes 
for distribution in the Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes. 
 

There are several ways church members can support the 
ministry with skills other than yarn work.  We need a lover 
of scrapbooks to preserve pictures, thank you cards, etc. 
that are coming to the group.  Initial supplies are available.   
 

 Job requirements:  creative skills, love of scrapbooking 
 Hours: whenever and however you like to keep the task 

up to date 
 Pay:  high level of gratitude for a job well done 
 

Please see Sherry Graves with any questions. 
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Facts & Figures as of January 27, 2013 

Offering   $5,025.30    Received to Date    $60,083.32 
Weekly   $8,967.47       Required to Date    $71,739.76 
Budget     $466,308.70   

Needed to Match Budget     $11,656.44 
Let’s each do our part and remember our pledges.  

 
S.S. Attendance         Worship Service  210 

 

Anyone making a payment for our Debt Retirement, please clearly 
mark your check and  offering envelope “Debt Retirement” so they 
will be posted correctly.  Thank you. 
 

Inclement Weather Policy 

During the winter months when the weather is unpre-
dictable, the safety of our congregation is our priority.  

In the event of inclement weather, we will place announce-
ments about service cancellations on the website, church voice 
mail, Facebook, and on Channel 12.   

Guys and Dolls 

March 24 at 10:30a.m. 

Guys and Dolls   present Patsy Butler 

 

Patsy Butler is a full- time local gospel 
singer and also sings old time country (think Patsy Cline) and 
"oldies" favorites. She is involved with several ministries and 
programs and has visited the Holy Land. She will share her 
experiences  there in her program. She plans to leave on an-
other trip to the Holy Land right after our program. 

Ms. Butler states that she loves singing and making people 
smile. She states that almost everyone can be touched 
through this avenue of ministry.  Some of us have heard 
her  and we can tell you she has a lovely voice and is very 
entertaining. 

Stay and have a homemade lunch with us. Cost is $4:00. 

Please sign up on the Guys & Doll's bulletin board or call the 
church office if you want to stay for lunch.  

Dear church friends,  

Both E.B. and I want you to know how much we appreciate 
your every act of kindness. We are grateful for your cards, 
visits, food, phone calls and the lovely prayer shawl. It’s blue 
and blue is my favorite color. We feel very privileged to be 
part of this loving and caring church family. We hope to be 
back in church soon.   

Love, E.B. & Annie May 
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Tomahawk Baptist Church 

12920 Hull Street Road 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

Phone: 804-744-2044 

Fax: 804-744-7841 

www.tomahawkchurch.org 

 

Mary Richerson Mann, Senior Pastor 

Thomas Rawls, Associate Pastor of Discipleship 

John Mark Skammer, Minister to Youth 

Crystal Breedlove, Interim Music Director 

Krista Manuel, Ministry Intern to Children and Families 

Robin Tarr, Website Coordinator 

Jeanette Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

March 2013 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

Youth Spring Event at 

2 

Great Wolf Lodge 

3 

“Spiritual DNA” 

4 

Prayer Shawls 10:30 

5 6 

Activities begin with 

Dinner 5:30 

7 8 9 

10 

“Spiritual DNA” 

11 

Prayer Shawls 10:30 

12 13 

Activities begin with 

Dinner 5:30 

14 15 16 

17 18 

Prayer Shawls 10:30 

Guys & Dolls 

19 20 

Activities begin with 

Dinner 5:30 

21 22 23 

24  

Ministry Council  

12:15 

Palm Sunday 

25 

 

Prayer Shawls 9:30 

Guys & Dolls 10:30 

26 27 

 

No Activities 

28 

 

Maundy Thursday 

Service 7:00 

29 

 

Good Friday Service 

Outside 12:00 

30 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 

31 

Easter Sunday 

      

Holy Week Family Prayer Experience 
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